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B
Systemic global crisis - 2011: The ruthless year, at the crossroads of three roads of

global chaos

This GEAB issue marks the fifth anniversary of the publication of the Global Europe Anticipation
Bulletin. In January 2006, on the occasion of the first issue , the LEAP/E2020 team indicated
that a period of four to seven years was opening up which would be characterized by the “Fall of
the Dollar Wall”, an event similar to the fall of the Berlin Wall which resulted, in the following
years, in the collapse of the communist bloc then that of the USSR. Today, in this GEAB issue,
which presents our thirty-two anticipations for 2011, we believe that the coming year will be a
pivotal year in the roll out of this process between 2010 and 2013. It will be, in any case, a
ruthless year because it will mark the entry into the terminal phase of the world before the crisis.

1

Since September 2008, when the evidence of the global and systemic nature of the crisis
became clear to all, the United States, and behind it the Western countries, were content with
palliative measures that have merely hidden the undermining effects of the crisis on the
foundations of the present-day international system. 2011 will, according to our team, mark the
crucial moment when, on the one hand, these palliative measures see their anesthetic effect
fade away whilst, in contrast, the consequences of systemic dislocation in recent years will
dramatically surge to the forefront. [2]

In summary, 2011 will be marked by a series of violent shocks that will explode the faulty safety
devices put in place since 2008 [3] and will carry off, one by one, the “pillars” on which the
“Dollar Wall” has rested for decades. Only the countries, communities, organizations and
individuals which, over the last three years, have actually undertaken to learn the lessons from
the current crisis to distance themselves as quickly as possible from the pre-crisis patterns,
values and behavior will get through this year unscathed; the others will be carried away in the
procession of monetary, financial, economic, social and political difficulties that 2011 holds.

Thus, as we believe that 2011 will, globally, be the most chaotic year since 2006, the date of the
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beginning of our work on the crisis, in this GEAB issue our team has focused on 32
anticipations for 2011, which also include a number of recommendations to deal with future
shocks. Thus, this GEAB issue offers a kind of map forecasting financial, monetary, political,
economic and social shocks for the next twelve months.

If our team believes that 2011 will be the worst year since 2006, the beginning of our
anticipation work on the systemic crisis, it's because it’s at the crossroads of three paths to
global chaos. Absent fundamental treatment of the causes of the crisis, since 2008 the world
has only gone back to take a better jump forward.

A bloodless international system

The first path that the crisis can take to cause world chaos is simply a violent and unpredictable
shock. The dilapidated state of the international system is now so advanced that its cohesion is
at the mercy of any large-scale disaster. [4] Just look at the inability of the international
community to effectively help Haiti over the past year,

[5]

the United States to rebuild New Orleans for six years, the United Nations to resolve the
problems in Darfur, Céte d'lvoire for a decade, the United States to progress peace in the
Middle East, NATO to beat the Taliban in Afghanistan, the Security Council to control the
Korean and Iranian issues, the West to stabilize Lebanon, the G20 to end the global crisis be it
financial, food, economic, social, monetary, ... to see that over the whole range of climatic and
humanitarian disasters, like economic and social crises, the international system is now
powerless.

In fact, since the mid-2000s at least, all the major global players, at their head of course the
United States and its cortege of Western countries, do no more than give out information, or
gesticulate. In reality, all bets are off: The crisis ball rolls and everyone holds their breath so it
doesn’t fall on their square. But gradually the increasing risks and issues of the crisis have
changed the casino’s roulette wheel into Russian roulette. For LEAP/E2020, the whole world
has begun to play Russian roulette [6] , or rather its 2011 version, “American Roulette” with five
bullets in the barrel.
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